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The feature car for this issue is the 
Museum’s 1937 1702 seven passenger 
sedan.  This car is in excellent 
condition and routinely driven for 
local Pierce-Arrow events.  It was 
donated to the Museum by James 
Morris of Arizona.  James also 
donated a 1936 club sedan which 
remains in the collection.

This car represents the last real 
production for the Pierce-Arrow 
Motor Corporation, with fewer than 
200 built in that year.  1938 would 
spell the end of the company, when a 
scant 18 or so cars were assembled.  
The death of the company was a 
sad event in the history of Buffalo, 
N.Y.  At the end, as Myron E. Forbes 
(general manager of the company 
for a while starting in 1921) stated, 
“Pierce-Arrow was at the top of 
the flagpole.  It was so recognized 
throughout the country.  A business 

built on quality, performance, and 
pride in ownership.”

On the other hand, though, times 
had changed. The depression had 
changed life in America. Thomas B. 
Lockwood, Buffalo attorney and at 
one time counsel for the company, 
stated:  “Pierce-Arrow was run like 
an old gentlemen’s company.  They 
always had more orders than they 
could fill.  It was to Buffalo much like 
the Eastman Kodak company was to 
Rochester - a closely held company, 
proud of its workmanship and its 
prestige.  But the original group of 
Pierce-Arrow men were not of the 
modern type, in any way, shape, or 
manner.” 

Much is written about how the 
company started, and everyone with 
even slight exposure to the marque 
knows that it went from ice boxes 

continued on page 3
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Pierce-Arrow Society

Dear fellow Pierce-Arrow Enthusiasts:

With his recent passing, many of us in the Pierce-Arrow community are 
reflecting on the fifty years of contributions by Marc Hamburger to both 
the Pierce-Arrow Society and also to the Pierce-Arrow Foundation. 

My last conversation with Marc was at the Pierce-Arrow Society Board 
Meeting in South Carolina in February when I was sitting next to him.  
More recently, I have been thinking back to the time I met Marc for the 
first time, which was about twenty years ago.  Janet and I were attending 
our first Winter Meet and Marc came up and introduced himself with his 
pleasant and friendly demeanor.

During this twenty year period, there have been many, many 
conversations as Marc and I served in various positions of these two 
nonprofit organizations.  His vision, dedication and leadership skills have 
made a lasting impact on those who have worked with him.

Since its inception, Marc has had an unwavering commitment to the 
Pierce-Arrow Museum on the Gilmore campus.  The Museum certainly 
had financial and other challenges during this almost twenty year 
period.  But Marc’s ability to rally the team in difficult times has proved 
instrumental in overcoming these obstacles.  I will certainly miss him.

In August of 2024, the Pierce-Arrow Foundation will be celebrating a 
significant accomplishment - the Pierce-Arrow Museum will have been 
on the Gilmore Campus for TWENTY years.  The Board of Trustees are 
currently developing plans to celebrate this event during next year’s 
PAS Annual Meet in Kalamazoo, MI August 20 - 25, 2024.  A focused 
reorganization for the Museum, including updated signage, is part of the 
update.  Come and celebrate with us!

											         
    Sincerely,

	 Rich 								          	
	 Richard Lange

Pierce-Arrow Museum
at Gilmore

LIFE MEMBERS    
$1500 or more
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 PIERCE-ARROW FOUNDATION TRUSTEES

and bird cages to bicycles and then automobiles.  Prior to 
automobiles in 1901, there were even other items produced, 
such as tricycles,  bathtubs, and coal hods.

Little is written about the end of the company, though, from 
a last desperate effort to build travel trailers to the mountain 
of debt which eventually weighed the company down.

The feature car was built in 1937, a challenging year for the 
management of the company.  In 1935, the company was 
loaned $1,000,000, then in 1936 another $250,000 to start 
building travel trailers, both loans from the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York.  In addition, the Marine Trust and the 
Federal Reserve loaned an additional $52,000 in early 1938, 
hoping a reorganization would work.  It did not, and the end 
of the company came May 13th, 1938, when Federal Court 

sold all assets and liabilities of the Pierce-Arrow Motor 
Corporation for $40,000. This appears to be a low number 
until one realizes it purchased both assets and debt.

The winning bid was made by William R. Emblidge “as 
agent”, with no principal named.  It is thought that the 
winning bidder was the Federal Reserve Bank, hoping for 
some return on the money loaned.  For a few years after the 
sale, an entity still calling itself The Pierce-Arrow Motor 
Corporation would slowly sell and scrap the contents of the 
factory, and years later sell the entire facility.

Perhaps the saddest sentiment was published by the Buffalo 
News newspaper.  “They couldn’t bring back a company 
that had lived its life in another era.”

[=\ 
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PIERCE-ARROW FOUNDATION LEGACY PARTNERSHIP

For more than a century, Pierce-Arrow, America’s Finest Built Car, has represented the 

absolute highest quality automobile produced.  For more than a quarter-century, the 

Pierce-Arrow Foundation, through its Gilmore Museum, has preserved and promoted this 

extraordinary legacy.

Our Museum’s outreach now favorably impacts more than 150,000 annual Gilmore visitors; 

and many are motivated to learn more about The Pierce-Arrow Motor Car Company.

Please contact Richard Lange or Dave Stevens to 

discuss your opportunity to support our 

Pierce-Arrow Museum as a Legacy Partner.

Partner with us to 

support this legacy 

and continued positive 

impact on current and 

future Pierce-Arrow 

enthusiasts. 

As a Legacy Partner, your 

support can be provided 

in many ways – through 

contributions of cash or 

appreciated stock, by 

naming the Foundation as 

a beneficiary in your will, 

trust, annuity or insurance 

policy, or through the 

donation of automobiles 

including Pierce-Arrows 

and other makes.

RICHARD LANGE 
Chairman, 

 Pierce-Arrow Foundation
(650) 387-0264 

lange.r@sbcglobal.net

DAVE STEVENS 
Museum Director 

 Pierce-Arrow Foundation
(231) 740-3610

dstevens3d@msn.com

A M E R I C A ’ S

F I N E S T

M O T O R  C A R

PIERCE
 ARROW
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	 In 1937, everyone involved with the Pierce-Arrow 
Motor Corporation knew the end was near.  Slow to 
non-existent car sales, month-long plant closings for 
lack of work, economic issues, all the signs pointed in 
one direction.
	 After the bankruptcy sale in 1938, however, the saga 
of the Pierce-Arrow plant was not over.  The buyer of 
the plant building and contents contracted with Morey 
Machinery Company of New York, N.Y. to compile an 

Pierce-Arrow 
Plant Liquidation   
Asset Inventory

asset listing.  Morey Machinery was a maker of metal 
working machinery, and at the time established as a new 
and used equipment dealer.
	 Some of the resultant catalog is reproduced here.  
Unfortunately, it is not dated, but ads in the local news-
paper mentioned requesting this catalog as late as 1940.  
Sales were obviously slow, and not mentioned in the 
catalog are thousands of new car parts stored in the 
plant, some still in the plant and advertised as late as 
1941.  Tens of thousands of pounds of material remain-
ing in the plant were finally scrapped in 1942, the end of 
the Pierce-Arrow saga.
	 It’s very interesting to see the detail of the inven-
tory, even down to typewriters, tongs, and letter opening 
machines.  On the other hand, there were lots of milling 
machines, grinders, lathes, plating equipment, motors, 
compressors, fans, and woodworking machinery.  There 
are 60 pages of detailed inventory.

The listed assets (that is, hard goods and 

factory supplies) in the auction catalog is 

extensive.  There are numerous pages of 

just “miscellaneous”, though the metal 

working and wood working tools and 

equipment dominated the catalog.  

It is a great insight into the workings 

of the Pierce-Arrow plan and it proves 

everything possible was done in-house, 

including plating, making screws and 

bolts, and even a well equipped hospital.

Buffalo Evening News
May 17, 1940
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1941 Model 
Pierce-Arrow 

Makes 
Appearance

New Pierce-Arrow 
Car Built in 4 Months

And It Averages From 11 
to 12 Miles a Gallon of 
Gasoline, Says Owner

	 A 1941 model Pierce-Arrow 
brougham, the first produced 
since the old Pierce-Arrow 
plant suspended operations in 
1938, has been assembled from 
26,000 parts from the old motor 
company’s stock.  Four months 
were required to build the car, 
owned by Harry N. Robbins, controller of Pierce-Arrow 
Buffalo Parts Co. Inc., which is selling parts.
	 The chassis frame is a 1934 model; the motor a 1938 
model, wheels are of 1932 model; lights of 1913 and 1935 
models; radiator of the 1933 line and the body obtained 
from Brunn & Co. was made in 1938.
	 “Some complications developed when I applied for 
registration of the car,” explained Mr. Robbins.  “In view of 
the fact that some of the parts were from pre-1930 models 
and some from 1938 cars, we took an average and called it 
a 1934 model.  But having been built this year, it can rightly 
be called a 1941 model.
	 “Some of the old Pierce-Arrow mechanics - men who 
had been employed 25 years or more by the company - 
assembled the car.  The cost was about $1600, figuring a 
fair retail price for the various parts.  A Pierce-Arrow model 
of that year would have cost about $5200.
	 “The car averages about 11 to 12 miles a gallon on 
gasoline and I recently took a trip to New York and back 
and then to Columbus, O., and back and burned less than 
two quarts of oil.  The automobile is painted maroon and 
there are 22 coats of paint on the body.”
	 Mr. Robbins said there are still sufficient parts to 
produce 150 cars without bodies and the parts inventory 
exceeds $1,000,000.  More than 224,000 pounds of surplus 
and un-usable parts have been sold for iron and steel scrap.
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Pierce-Arrow Scrap 
Sold for Munitions

*     *     *     *     *
Hirohito May Get 
Auto Parts by Air

	 Japanese Emperor Hirohito won’t have to buy any 
more parts for his fleet of gilded Pierce - Arrow cars.  
They probably will be dropped on his island empire in 
the form of bombs or shells, because all of the Pierce 
auto parts known to be available - 1000 tons - have been 
sold as scrap to be converted into war materials.
	 With the sale of the parts by the Pierce-Arrow 
Buffalo Parts Co. Inc. of New York to Jules Cohen Inc., 
scrap dealer of 909 Bailey ave. (sic), the final chapter has 
been written in the long history of Pierce-Arrow.

25 Cars of Scrap

	 “More than 25 railroad cars have been loaded 
with scrap parts from the Elmwood ave. (sic) plant for 
delivery to Buffalo-area steel mills and foundries,” said 
Mr. Cohen today.   “About $15,000 was paid for all 
the assets of the parts corporation.  We must vacate the 
building by midnight because our lease expires then.”
	 Supervising the loading of the old Pierce-Arrow 
parts into freight cars is William J. Hale, 52, 468 Colvin 
Ave., the last of the  old Pierce-Arrow employes (sic) to 
remain with the parts company.  Mr. Hale joined Pierce-
Arrow 32 years ago and for many years was in charge of 
the service and parts departments.

Hope It Hits Hitler

	 “It’s hard to see the last of the business go into scrap, 
but the Government needs scrap to win the war and I 
hope every ounce of it will be used to bomb Hitler and 
Hirohito.  It was just a few years ago that the Japanese 
emperor ordered some parts for his Pierce-Arrow cars,” 
Mr. Hale said.
	 “Shipments have been made to many of the 
potentates in the East, the kings of many countries and 
to other owners in all parts of the world.  As far as we’re 
concerned there now are no more Pierce-Arrow parts 
available.
	 “It’s a fitting climax to a glorious company which 
spread Buffalo’s reputation into the far corners of the 
world.  Now the last of the parts are to be strewn to the 
four winds and they will contribute to the inevitable 
victory to come.” Buffalo Evening News

June 12, 1942
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ADMINISTRATION OF 
AIR SUPPLY DEPOTS 

CONSOLIDATED HERE

	 Col. Tague in Charge of Army’s Operations 
at Larkin and Pierce-Arrow

Depots Supplying World Put Under His Command

	 The Army Air Service Command which is operating 
two big supply depots in the Buffalo area, today announced 
a consolidation of the administrative setup of the two depots 
to “streamline and speed up operations.”
	 Under the new setup, Lieut. Col. Arthur G. Tague will 
be commanding officer of the depots in the Larkin and the 
firmer Pierce-Arrow buildings.
	 Maj. Charles W. Jennings, who has been in command at 
the Larkin depot, will be chief executive officer for both depots.  Col. Tague once 
was in charge of the Larkin depot and recently has been in command at the Pierce-
Arrow depot.  Offices of the combined command will be in the Larkin buildings.

	 Supplies Entire World
	 “The two operations,” Col. Tague said, “employ several thousand workers and 
occupy millions of square feet of storage space for the handling of every type of 
part from Bell P-39 Airacobras, Curtiss P-40s and Curtiss Commandos.  In addition, 
they handle Pratt & Whitney engine parts produced in Chevrolet plants here.
	 “Buffalo has become one of the largest supply centers in the entire Air Forces.  
We supply the entire world, including Russia and Great Britain, with all of their 
parts for Curtiss and Bell planes, plus the Pratt & Whitney parts.  Requisitions 
received average several hundreds daily and some of our individual shipments run 
into several carloads.”
	 The depots are required to make all shipments of requisitions within 24 hours.  
Some special-project (rush) orders involving as much as a carload of hundreds of 
individual items are filled in as little as eight hours, Col. Tague said.

	 More “Commandos” to Be Hired
	 A “Commando” shift is helping the depots solve a manpower problem.  Some 
135 men, including businessmen, auditors, paymasters and a superintendent of 
a packing house are working four hours on certain nights of the week as supply 
handlers.  Additional “Command” workers will be hired.
	 Meanwhile, concerns occupying the Larkin Building Unit 2, which has been 
purchased by the Air Service Command, have started to move.  The United Motors 
Service Inc. today announced it will move to 1226 Main St. and expects to be open 
for business at that location by Nov. 1.  The concern, a distributor of automotive 
parts, now concentrating on electric motor repairs, will occupy half of the second 
floor of the building.

Buffalo Evening News
October 27, 1943
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A more profitable time at the Pierce-Arrow plant, September 27th, 1918.   Mr. Harry Ward (Pierce employee and 
driver of lead car) drives Prince Axel of Denmark, a member of the Danish Royal Family.  The Prince toured the 
plant, and after riding in the new 24 valve Pierce, stated it was “a fine car, but a tall price” at $6,500.  

Note the Pierce trucks lined up, in all probability awaiting shipment overseas.”

EDITOR’S NOTE

There would be some who would debate the “1941” assembly of a car.  Brunn, though, was building bodies 

in 1938 as article mentions, and while it appears to be a stock body, they could have built such.  Some say all 

parts were gone soon after bankruptcy in 1938.  This is not the case as there are several newspaper articles on 

final scrapping as late as 1942.  

Many, too, will take the “1941” Pierce-Arrow with a raised eyebrow and a dubious bent, but it’s presented as 

reported, and all know reporters only print the facts (Ouch, tongue in cheek!).   

As to photo by Pierce plant, the Prince was identified as “Prince Alex” on the back of the photograph, but only a 

“Prince Axel” seems to have existed. The article on Pierce factory used as aviation supplies, see last The Great 

Arrow News for unexplained badges showing “Aviation Division”.  All great fun and thank you for reading.  ~ dc
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WE WILL RESTORE, SERVICE, REPAIR AND 
MAINTAIN YOUR VINTAGE AUTOMOBILE TO THE  

HIGHEST INDUSTRY STANDARDS WHILE GIVING YOU 
THE INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION YOU DESERVE.

At Gatsby Autoworx, we pride ourselves on exceptional  
quality. From the initial concept to the final product, we  
provide a full-service concierge for antique auto restorations. 
We also fabricate and manufacture rare antique auto parts 
using the latest technology.

OUR ATTENTION TO DETAIL IS SECOND TO NONE. 

In an ever evolving industry, Gatsby Autoworx has set 
the bar for innovation and customer satisfaction.

Exp erience • Precision • Quality

(336) 516-7009 • GATSBYAUTOWORX@GMAIL.COM
4764 Cobb Road,  L iberty  NC 27298
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